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Adelaide International Cello Festival -
NG Twins set to star

Dennis Coleman

ADELAIDE, with its embrace of the arts, has
spawned numerous talented progeny. Many of us
have followed the talented Ng Twin Cellists in
their dramatic love affair with the Cello and their
meteoric rise to international recognition, and yes
— amazingly, they’re still just edging towards 24
years of age.

Having had connections with the Twins — Pei Jee and
Pei Sian, from their ‘Elder Con’ days, I hooked up on-
line to Manchester with them for an intensive series
of interviews for the April *07 edition of Limelight -
‘Double Take’ column - on the eve of their National
Tour of Australia last year. Intelligent, humorous, self
effacing — an absolute charm to work with, is how I
found them. Australian Composer, Elena Chats-
Kernin, whose Duo for 2 Cellos they premiered in
Adelaide in July 2007, spoke of their not only pos-
sessing great physical beauty but an inner beauty of
perception which drives the magic they spin with
their strings.

The good news is that they are home with us again.
Flushed with recent success in New York and a tour
of Finland with Adelaide Symphony Orchestra Music
Director Arvo Volmer, they are set to stir our souls
again on the local scene. And the even greater news is
that they have brought a whole Cello Festival with
them — the first of its kind in Australia and all of the
greats in the cello world — composers, cellists,
luthiers (cello makers) and pedagogues — are coming
with them. Their teacher from the Elder
Conservatorium, Janis Laurs, also principal cellist
with the ASO, is the driving force behind this assem-
bly of talent from around the globe.

From Friday 11 to Sunday 20 April, the city will be
ablaze with many greats of the cello world. Ralph
Kirshbaum - the Twins master lecturer from
Manchester RNCM, and one of the World’s most
sought after cellists — will serenade us with his silver
strings and inspire with master classes. The
acclaimed Li Wei from Melbourne and Howard
Penny from the Australian National Academy of
Music will be here. And then there’s international
infusions of talent from Singapore, Natalie Clein
from the UK, Nicholas Altstaedt and Michell Strauss
from the Paris Con, Isracli-Uzi Wiesel, the awesome
Marta Sudabra — and many more. All will leave an
indelible footprint on Adelaide’s musical landscape.

Pianists of the pizzazz of Lucinda Collins and
Kristian Chong, among other greats, are to accompa-
ny these maestros of “the instrument which most
resembles the human voice” (cellist, Richard
Harwood). A bevy of stringed instrument makers,
aka-luthiers, will descend upon the city to assemble a
cello during the ten day fest with Matt Abraham on
local ABC giving a daily account on breakfast radio
until the cello emerges from its workshop chrysallis
for a final night performance. The Promethean and La
Boheme are set to be the hub of an edgy cello-jazz
cabaret style atmosphere for Adelaide’s nocturnal
party animals. A Busking Competition, tribute recitals
to the late Matislav Rostropovich, daily lunchtime
concerts in Elder Hall (for only $6!), a ‘Cellissimo’
program, public forums with the experts-it’s all hap-
pening. The world premiere of a new work by the
‘Jimmy Hendrix of cello composers’, Matthew
Hindson, ‘Scum-sucking bottom feeders’ for ampli-
fied cello and orchestra, is sure to shake the cobwebs

out of any fusty image of the cello some may hold.
Those who follow the ever transforming Australian
city orchestras will also be familiar with the likes of
Arvo Volmer, Graham Abbott, and Elder Con orches-
tral head Keith Crellin. Batons in hand, they will be
the keepers of the beat of this boutique festival.

But let’s not forget the talented and charming Ng
boys. With a string of national prizes and scholarships
under their belts and back here in the family fold for
several weeks, they are sure to be a ‘local’ star act yet
again. Among their performances will be a Double
Cello Concerto in G minor by Vivaldi at the Town

Hall, ‘Cello Duoissimo’ in Elder Hall and a Celebrity
Cello Concert at the Barossa’s Seppeltsfield Winery.
Mentoring roles at Master classes and contributions
to public forums are also part of their festival brief.
So don’t get caught napping —- Adelaide is primed to
be global HQ of affairs of the cello for ten days of sil-
ver stringed surprises.

Dennis Coleman is an Adelaide based lecturer and
arts/culture and design writer with numerous local
and international publications.

Elder Hall is home to Cello Festival

For 10 days in April, the University of Adelaide’s Elder Hall will
become the hub for Australia’s first international cello festival.
Hosted by the University’s Elder Conservatorium of Music and sup-
ported by the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, the Adelaide International
Cello Festival (11-20 April) features a wide range of events aimed at
giving the public a better understanding of and appreciation for the
cello.

Among the festival’s wealth of live music is the special Cellos at Lunch
mini concert series in Elder Hall.

Every weekday in Elder Hall between 11-18 April at 1.10pm, the Elder
Conservatorium will present hour-long concerts featuring artists such

as: Lu Bing Xia and Wu Dai Dai from Singapore; Nicholas Altstaedt
from Germany; Frenchman Michel Strauss; Natalie Clein from
England; Chinese/Australian Li-Wei; and Adelaide’s very own rising
global stars, Pei-Jee and Pei-Sian Ng.

Staff and students of the Elder Conservatorium are an integral part of
the lunch hour recitals, which feature pianists David Lockett, Rodney
Smith, Lucinda Collins, Diana Weekes and the Elder Conservatorium
Chamber Orchestra, as well as guest pianist Caroline Almonte.

Claire Oremland, Elder Hall Concert Manager, says the International
Cello Festival is a perfect opportunity for music lovers to engage with
music and the music-making process.

“Back-to-back activities will thrill audiences morning, noon and night
as internationally renowned musicians feature in recitals, chamber
music, concertos, masterclasses, forums and much, much more,” Ms
Oremland says.

“Concert programs will be a veritable feast, ranging from the great and
much-loved classics of the cello repertoire through to modern and inno-

vative works.

“This includes two Australian premieres as well as Crouching Tiger —
Tan Dun’s concerto for cello and chamber orchestra, known to most
from the film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.”

Weekend events will include Adelaide’s Pei-Jee and Pei-Sian Ng pre-
senting Cello Duoissimo at Elder Hall on Sunday 13 April at 3pm.
Other highlights at Elder Hall include a daily Twilight Series of con-
certs, with many local and international guest artists including the
Australian String Quartet.

An Evening Series of four concerts at Elder Hall will feature: Li-Wei in
Tribute to Rostropovich (12 April); stunning Latvian cellist Marta
Sudraba (pictured) in the Gala Concert (14 April); Natalie Clein per-
forming one of the most loved of all concertos, the Elgar Cello
Concerto (16 April); and world-renowned cellist Ralph Kirshbaum,
who will be joined by pianist Kathy Selby (17 April).

The final Cello Extravaganza in Elder Hall on Saturday 19 April will
feature Le-Wei performing on a newly made cello — to be made as part
of the Cello Challenge being held at the Migration Museum — as well
as a massed cello ensemble.

Cellos at Lunch and other Adelaide International Cello Festival sessions
Elder Hall, North Terrace Campus, University of Adelaide

Cellos at Lunch: every weekday 11-18 April, 1.10pm

Other sessions: 11-19 April. Check Cello Festival Guide for details.

Cellos at Lunch: $6, tickets available at the door from 12.30pm.
Special subscription passes are also available — for more information
contact the Concert Office on (08) 8303 5925.

Other sessions: check Festival Guide for details

For Cellos at Lunch program details, visit the Elder Conservatorium
website: www.music.adelaide.edu.au/events

For more information about the Adelaide International Cello
Festival, visit the website: www.adelaidecellofestival.com.au
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