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NHUNG NGUOI CON VIET CUA

ADELAID

Thanh pho Lé Hoi, Thd d6 Rugu Vang,
Thanh phé Tham Xanh, Thanh phé Thanh buong D

do6 la nhing danh hiéu ma du khach danh tang cho

Adelaide cda téi. Chua tung c6é noi nao bau troi lai
cao rong va xanh ngat dén nhu thé! 100 sac dan
khac nhau dang chung tay tao dung nén van héa

dac sac cla Adelaide.

Dennts CoLEMAN



Sai Gon, da la mot thanh phé nang dong va tha
vi, khong phai khi nao ciing lam nguéi ngoai
n6i nhé Adelaide trong t6i B néi nhd thanh phd
1,1 triéu dan ting la mai nha cua thé dan Kaurna,
v6i tén goi Tandanya D Kanguru do”. Séng va lam
viéc tai Sai Gon gan 4 nam cho toi dd thoi gian dé
hoi tudng lai nhing gi minh nhé nhat & thanh phd
qué huong.

Diéu gi khi€n t6i nhung nhé nhat khi phai séng
xa qué huong?

Chua tung c6 noi nao bau trai lai cao rong va
xanh ngat dén nhu thé! Khudn vién cay xanh bao
quanh thanh phé qua la mot bau vat ma dai ta
William Light, nha sang lap c6 tam nhin xa, da dé
lai cho thé hé sau. Mat nudc xanh hién hoa noi
Vinh Thanh Vincent, vong cung tu nhién cta dong
bang Adelaide, va rang nai Mt Lofty xanh tuoi
phia xa xa chot hién én trong tam tri t6i, r6i maa
thu chot tré nén rd rang véi nhing hang cay vang
ddng xen lan nau d6 nam lot thom giGa nhing
than bach dan oai vé. L c& heo nd gidn trén song
Port, thi ring thodi mai rong choi, nhiing cha ca
voi ngang qua vinh Victor Harbor, D tat ca déu rat
dé dang tiép can.

NGUGI VIET 6 QUE TOI

Hién nay, hon 100 sac dan khac nhau dang chung
tay tao dung nén van hoa dac sic cla thanh

phé Adelaide, tha ph cta tiéu bang Nam Uc. Co
khoadng 12.000 ngudi Viét sinh song tai day, va

s6 lugng du hoc sinh Viét Nam ngay mot gia tang.
Chi méi vai nam trudc, t6i con biét tuong tan tung
sinh vién nguoi Viét mot, voi tu cach La chd tich
Hoi Viet Uc & Nam Uc. Nhitng cudc hop quan trong
thuong dugc t6 chuc tai nha toi, thi thoang co su
tham gia cda ca dai st Viét Nam dén tu Canberra.

Lé Tét thuong dugc té chac tai cac dén chua,
€6 ca mua lan, dét phao, hat dan ca, trinh dién
nghé thuat truyén théng, va mot chuong trinh
van hoa D van nghé va dm thuc dan gian cuén hat
hon 20.000 ngudi tham du. Riéng Tét Trung Thu
thi di luon vao dai séng van hoa o Adelaide. Trén
san khdu, Dang Thao, choi dan tranh va ghi-ta cé
dién, cang dan nhac sao trac la nhang nghé si
ngoi sao. Thinh thodng, vao dip Lé hgi cda Ad-
elaide, Poan Maa RGi Nudc Ha Ngi ciing dén trinh
dién & Ho Botanic.

Cong dong nguai Viét dinh cu cha yéu & hai
quan Pennington va Salisbury, tic khu Pennington
Hostel trudc day. Ngoi chua Phap Hoa do nha su
dang kinh Thich Nhu Hué tru tri, va Trung tam
Cong dong Viét Nam la nhing diém van hoa trong
khu vuc. Salisbury con cé6 mot nha tho cia nguoi
Viét nam ngay trung tam noi, do Lm. Augustine

Thu coi soc trong nhigu nam lién. Con dudng
Hanson gan nhu thudc hin vé nquoi Viét, voi day
dd cac tiém thudc, tiém tap hoa va nhigu dia diém
khac. Thé nén, hoi thap nién 90, qua that hai
hudc khi chinh tri gia Pauline Hanson lén ti€ng
phan dai lan song nhap cu, gay bac xtc cho chinh
nhing cta hang mang tén ® minh. Méi day nhat,
vao dau thang 5/2007, ong Lé Van Hi€u dugc bé
nhiém vao chic vu Phé Théng déc ti€u bang Nam
Uc.

Adelaide co6 ti€ng la mot thanh phé dm thuc
ké tir thap nién 80, khi Tha hi€n Dunstan mé nha
hang va phat hanh sach day ndu an ctia minh. Va
Le Thu Thai, m¢t Viét kiéu, da gia nhap vao hang
ng nhiing dau b&p Nam Uc kiét xudt nhat nPbc
Uc nhu Cheong Liew va Maggie Beer. Nha hang
dau tién cda Le Thu Thai, Nediz Tu, dugc tang giai
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thudng nha hang Uc trong nam do tap chi Gourmet
Traveller (M7) trao tdng ndm 1990. Ban than 6ng
ciing nhan giai thudng, khi con lam bép trudng &
nha hang Bridgewater Mill, nhd phong cach nau
nuéng Phap D A.

NGUQC DONG THOI GIAN ...

Adelaide dugc dat theo tén cda mot vi hoang
hau thuéc dong déi hoang gia bac. Hoang hau
Adelaide, vg vua William IV, da di dau trong nhigu
cudc cai cach cua nha vua nudc Anh thoi bay
gig. Chinh nho bau khdng khi cai cach dy, mot
chuyén khong tudng da dién ra & Antipodes (chi
Uc va New Zealand - ND). Khong nhu cac thanh
pho thudc dia khac, Adelaide khong hé c6 bong
dang lao dong khd sai, con dét dai thi dugc ban
cho Bnhiing ngudi co dao duac tét va siéng nangd
6 Anh. Xa hoi bao dung nay con thu hat nhing
nguoi Duc theo dao Tin Lanh tim dén lanh nan,
va chinh ho da lam ra tha ruou nho long danh 6
Thung ling Barossa. Chép nha tha va dinh hinh
thap nhon cda cac nha may san xuat rugu vang
Kaiser Stuhl, Seppelts va Orlando, in dam ddu an
ctia nén van hoéa Dic thai Trung cd. Ngay nay,
rugu vang Barossa dugc xudt khdu dén khap noi
trén thé gioi.

Adelaide c6 dugc nhiing di san quy gia vé mat
kién tric D quy hoach dé thi, do la nha cong lao
cla Dai ta Light, Téng Cong trinh su dau tién.
Chinh 6ng la nquéi da ra lénh xay cac dai L6 rong
l6n, nhiing khu phé c6 quy hoach ngay hang thang
167 va khu vuc cong vién cay xanh rgng lon bao
quanh thanh phé. Khi téi hdi Thi truéng duong

nhiém Michael Harbison xem 6ng suy nghi thé nao
vé uu diém cda Adelaide, ong cho rang Adelaide
thudc loai thanh phé Ddé s6ngb, nhé giao thong
thuan tién, nhé thanh phé dugc Bquy hoach
khéoD, tién cho viéc cho viéc dang cai cac su kién
qudc té.

Dai ta Light [a con trai cda Thong doc ving
Penang (Malaysia) va cong chta xtt Kedah. Tinh
cd sau nay, Georgetown, Penang va Adelaide tré
thanh cac thanh phd két nghia. Mai lién hé vai
Malaysia cang thém khang khit khi Don Dunstan
két hon voi mot phu ni sinh trudng tai Malaysia la
Adele Koh vao nam 1975. Mot dieu thi vi khac, ca
s nguoi Malaysia Kamahl la nghién ctu sinh cda
Adelaide trong khi giong hat gay xic dong Guy
Sebastian clia Adelaide lai mang trong minh déng
IETRUEIEVSER

CAC SY KIEN NOI BAT TRONG NAM

Thang Mot cé cudc dua BTour Down UnderD (tuong
tu nhu Cudc dua Vong quanh nudc Phap), voi su
kién cac tay dua xe dap d6 v& ta khap noi trén thé
gioi, dua tu Barossa bang qua cac qua doi, va chay
doc theo bo bién t6i Victor Harbor. Dam dong luén
tu tap dong nghet tai diém xudt phat. Vao thang
3, Adelaide lai ndo dong bdi cudc dua siéu xe hoi
vong quanh thanh phég (Clipsal 500 V8 Supercar
Race), véi cac Dcon xeD cda hai hang Holden va
Ford. (Holden la nha san xudt xe hoi ngi dia dau
tién cua Uc, ra doi vao nam 1949 tai Adelaide. Sir
Thomas Playford, thd hién clia bang trong suét

27 nam, da khich lé Holden banh truéng ra bén
ngoai. V& sau, Holden nhap vao General Motors
clia Mi dé€ trg thanh GMH.)

Ti€p do, Adelaide budc vao BThang Ba cudng
diénD, vai Lé hoi Nghé thuat Adelaide (Adelaide
Festival of Arts) va Lé hoi nghé thuat tu do
(Fringe Festival) ndi ti€ng toan cau. Cong vién Ry-
mill tré thanh BVuon hoan lac thién duongd, mot
ng6i lang sang ldp lanh, vai nhing vé hai kich va
cac chuong trinh tap ki trong rap Spiegeltent (mot
Dleu guongD kiéu Bi). Nhing nguoi hat rong mua
vui cho dam dong, trong khi mot s6 nguoi khac bia
bot ngoai vudn. Hai kich, ca v, va bi kich khong
thi€u trong cac nha hat, nhiéu nhu cac ctia hang
dd c6 trong thanh phd. Cudc trinh dién nghé thuat
sap dat va tuan (& viét van la hai sy kién dang yéu
khac. Womadelaide, mot & hoi am nhac dugc toan
thé gioi biét dén, & mot ki su kién ki diéu naa
cla thang ba. Nam nay, BThang Ba cudng dién”
cang thém hoanh trang vai Dai hoi thé thao cla
canh sat va linh ctru héa (World Police and Fire
games), thu hat su tham gia cda 8000 van dong
vién dén tu 80 nudc .

Cudc vui lén dén dinh diém vai LE hoi dua ngua
mung Phuc Sinh (Adelaide Cup canival) dién ra
6 Oakbank. Lé hoi Cabaret thang 6 ndi ti€ng thu
hat nghé si dén tir khap noi trén thé gigi. Ngoai
ra, con c6 nhiing su kién khong thé bo qua nhu
Hoa nhac dudi anh sao (Symphony Under the
Stars) bén bo séng Torrens, dua xe hoi st dung
ndng lugng mat troi tir Darwin t6i Adelaide, dam
ruéc ming L€ Giang Sinh (thu hat hang tram ngan
nguoi), dua xe hoi ¢d ti Bay cho dén Birdwood.

Adelaide yéu thich tiéc tung va cé l6i don chao
nong nhiét. Khi ban nhac Beatles dén Uc vao nam
1964, hon 350.000 khan gia ham mo da han hoan
x€p hang don rudc tr san bay cho t6i tan Toa Dai
Sanh. “Cudc don rudc lon nhat to trudc dén giob,
theo nhan xét ctia John Lennon.

NHUNG NGUGT CON CUA ADELAIDE

Thanh pho cling c6 cong nuo6i dudng rat nhiéu

tai nang trén “san dién” cu¢c doi. Adelaide la

noi ho chao dai, hoac la noi ho chon dén. Bo
trudng ngoai giao Alexander Downer cé gia dinh

6 Adelaide. Leighton Hewitt ndi ti€ng trong lang
quan vgt, Sir Robert Helpmann lung lay trong thé
gioi ballet, khoa hoc gia Sir Mark Oliphant chuyén
nghién ctu vé hat nhan, va Lord Florey, nguai
chiét xudt ra chat khang sinh penicillin, déu la
dan Adelaide. Scott Hicks va Rolf de Heer, hai dao
dién phim nGi ti€ng, cang la con trai xa Adelaide.
Phi hanh gia Andy Thomas cta NASA clng dén tu
Adelaide. Sir Donald Bradman, ngugi dang dau bo
mon cricket clia thé€ gidi, va Marjorie Jackson Nel-
son, huy chuong vang Olympic, hién la Théng doc
bang, cung chon Adelaide lam qué huong. Ngay
ca Thad tuéng Anh Tony Blair cling trai qua nhing
nam thang du tho tai day, con Mel Gibson thi hién
s6 hau mot ngoi nha ¢ Adelaide. Ké dao tiu trong
BVu cudp xe lira tdo baoD bén Anh, Ronald Biggs
tang gia trang dé dn nau 6 day vai nam. Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle cang ting ghé qua noi nay, co l& dé
sang tac vai truyén trong loat trinh tham Sherlock
Holmes.

Adelaide ti€p tuc phat trién thinh vugng. Cac
dinh thy lau doi, dac biét la khu vuc mang dam
ddu &n van héa Au chau phia Bic, dugc phuc ché
tinh té€. Lan song cac dinh thy Dxanhb vai 16
ki€n trac dn tugng dang dan dan moc lén. Chg
baa va khu phé ngudi Hoa nhigu mau sac lac nao
cling tdt bat. Canh sinh vién quéc t€ dang dé
x0 dén va mot su ty tin mai mé dang tr6i day.
Adelaide dang dan tré thanh mot trung tam chat
xam. ¥

* The place of Red Kangaroo



THE VIETNAMESE FLOURISH IN CULTURAL

DELAIDE

Em doluptat, consequat illa core erat

ad tet, quam eu faciduisci tionsenibh elissisi enisi.
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he Festival City, Wine Capital, City of Parklands, City of Churches:

these are just some of the distinguishing badges that Adelaide
wears as a city. Being a 5th generation descendant of pioneers who
arrived shortly after the “The Buffalo” with Governor Hindmarsh
and the city founders in 1836, it is hard not to be biased about this
city of both heritage and progressive ideals. Living and working in
Saigon, Vietnam for almost 4 years gave me time for reflection about
what I missed most about my mother city.

So, what was it that I pined for while away? Saigon, dynamic and
exciting engine-house of a city though it is, did not always quench
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my homesickness for Adelaide, this city of 1.1 mil-
lion people once the homeland of the Aboriginal
Kaurna people, known as Tandanya. In no other
city have I ever been so aware of the vast, bril-
liant blue sky. The parklands which encircle the
city are a rare gem and a legacy of that founder
of great foresight, Colonel William Light. The calm
blue waters of St Vincent’s Gulf and the natural
amphitheatre of the Adelaide Plains with the
verdant Mt Lofty Ranges as a back drop came to
mind, dazzling in Autumn with russet and bronzed
gold European trees and hedges amid the stately
Eucalypts. Dolphins leaping playfully about in the
Port River, free roaming native animals and whale
watching at Victor Harbor are all within easy
reach.

Adelaide, the capital of South Australia was
once the most Anglophile of Australian cities, yet
now more than 100 different ethnic groups con-
tribute to the cultural vibrancy of the city. There
are approximately 12,000 permanent Vietnamese
in South Australia and in recent years the number
of Vietnamese international students has grown
markedly. Only a few years ago, as President of
the Australia Vietnam Society in SA, I knew all
of the Vietnamese students personally: functions
were often held at my home with the Vietnamese
ambassador from Canberra on one occasion.

Most of the Vietnamese community is located in
the Pennington and Salisbury districts, the former
mushrooming around the former Pennington
Hostel which housed the early tide of Vietnamese
refugees. Phap Hoa Buddhist Temple, headed by
the Venerable Thich Nhu Hue and the Vietnam-
ese Community Centre are cultural hubs in the
area. Hanson Road is the Vietnamese strip with
Vietnamese pharmacies, grocery shops and many
other venues. Interestingly, when Pauline Hanson,
federal anti-immigration politician of the 90’s,
was making international headlines, Vietnamese
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businesses were becoming nervous about the
irony of bearing names such as “ Hanson Surgery”,
“Hanson Jewellery” and such like. The road was
actually named after a South Australian former
politician. Salisbury has the Vietnamese Catholic
Church at its centre where the much loved Father
Augustine Thu was leader for many years.

Adelaide has been renowned as a culinary city
since the heady days of Premier Dunstan launch-
ing his cookbook and restaurant in the 80’s and
Le Tu Thai has joined those other great South
Australian chefs, Cheong Liew and Maggie Beer
in national acclaim. Le Thu Thai’s first restaurant,
Nediz Tu, was awarded best Australian restaurant
of the year by American based Gourmet Traveller
magazine in 1990. He is still winning awards as
chef at the picturesque Bridgewater Mill, owned
by Petaluma Wines, with his French-Asian fusion
style fare.

Tet or New year is celebrated at the temple
with lion dances, fireworks and Vietnamese song
and traditional drama. Traditional foods and a full
cultural program is enjoyed by up to 20,000 par-
ticipants the following week while the Moon Cake
Festival also contributes to Adelaide’s cultural
life. On the musical front the “ Bamboo Ochre
Ensemble” and Dang Thao who plays the zither (

dan tranh) and classical guitar are star performers.

The Water Puppets of Hanoi have performed at
the Botanic Lake here for the Adelaide Festival on
occasions.

It is significant that Adelaide has as its name-
sake the consort of a King. Queen Adelaide of
royal German descent was the wife of King William
1V and the non assuming Queen spearheaded
many of King William’s reforms in Great Britain

at the time. It was in this climate of reform, that
a new Utopia in the Antipodes was conceived.
Unlike all the other major Australian colonial

capitals, Adelaide was to have no convict labour
and land was pre-sold in England to “men of good
character and industriousness.” This tolerant
society appealed to German Lutheran refugees
who sought sanctuary here and founded the world
renowned vineyards of the Barossa Valley. Church
spires and turreted wineries the likes of Kaiser
Stuhl, Seppelts and Orlando in the region bear
testament to this rich Teutonic heritage. Barossa
wine is exported all over the world today. South
Australia boasts votes for women, votes and land
rights for aboriginals, reforms on sexuality and a
host of other issues.

Adelaide owes much of its well planned legacy
to Colonel Light, the first Surveyor General. It was
he who was responsible for the wide boulevards,
planned grid pattern and extensive parklands.
When I asked the current Lord Mayor, Michael
Harbison about his thoughts on Adelaide’s virtues,
he commented on its “liveability” due to the
ease of travelling around, it's being “ beautifully
planned”, conducive to the staging of interna-
tional events.

Incidentally, Colonel Light was the son of the
British Governor of Penang and a princess of the
royal house of Kedah and at a later stage George-
town, Penang and Adelaide became sister cities.
Links with Malaysia were further forged when
Don Dunstan married Malaysian born Adele Koh in
1975. Malaysian singer Kamahl was an Adelaide
graduate while Adelaide’s singing sensation Guy
Sebastian is also of Malaysian extraction.

An impressive events calendar of events takes
place in the expansive parklands. January wit-
nesses the Tour Down Under (equivalent of the
French Le Mans) with cyclists descending on the
city from all quarters of the globe. Crowds throng
to the opening park circuit before the race from
the Barossa through the hills and along the coast
to Victor Harbor takes place. Octane levels rev up
in March for the Clipsal V8, primarily Holden and
Ford, city circuit. ( Holden was Australia’s first
locally made car made in Adelaide in 1949, en-
couraged to expand here by astute premier of 27
years, Sir Thomas Playford, and later to join with
the American General Motors to become GMH.)

delaide then enters “Mad March” the world

renowned Adelaide Festival of Arts and Fringe
Festival. Rymill Park becomes “The Garden of
Unearthly Delights”, a cultural village of twinkling
lights, burlesque and vaudeville in the Spiegeltent
('a Belgian “tent of mirrors”). Buskers entertain
the crowds and others party in the outdoor beer

garden. Comedy, dance and drama burst out in
theatres, old warehouses all over the city. Art
installations and writer's week are other well
loved features. Womadelaide, an acclaimed world
music festival, is another magical March weekend
of global culture. This year ‘Mad March’ took on
an extra spectacle with 8000 competitors from 80
countries descending on Adelaide for the World
Police and Fire games.

The entertainment fires up again with the
Adelaide Cup and Easter Horse racing carnival at
Oakbank while the world acclaimed June Cabaret
Festival draws performers from all over the globe.
Other major events are the Symphony Under
the Stars on the Torrens river banks, Darwin to
Adelaide international Solar Car Race, the massive
Christmas Pageant ( which draws crowds of several
hundred thousand), and the Bay to Birdwood Clas-
sic Car Rally.

Adelaide loves to party and to turn on a raptur-
ous welcome. When the Beatles visited Australia
in 1964, over 350,000 jubilant supporters lined
the route from the airport to the Town Hall, “the
biggest reception ever” in the words of John Len-
non at the time.

The City has also nurtured many players on the
world stage, both by birth and choice of destina-
tion. Foreign Minister, Alexander Downer, has
his home in Adelaide. Leighton Hewitt of tennis
fame, Sir Robert Helpmann of world ballet stature,
nuclear scientist Sir Mark Oliphant and penicillin
developer, Lord Florey are Adelaide progeny. Sir
Donald Bradman, world cricket supremo, chose
Adelaide as his home as did Marjorie Jackson (-
Nelson), Olympic gold medalist, current State Gov-
ernor. Scott Hicks and Rolf de Heer, both of film
director fame are Adelaide sons. Even Britain’s
Tony Blair spent several years of his early life here
while the bigoted Mel Gibson owned a house in
Adelaide. Runaway “Great Train Robber”, Ronald
Biggs was in disguised hiding here for several
years and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle visited, perhaps
penning some of his Sherlock Holmes tales. NASA
astronaut, Andy Thomas also hails from Adelaide.

Adelaide continues to grow and prosper.
Heritage buildings, particularly the North Terrace
classical European cultural precinct, are lovingly
restored, a new wave of “green” buildings of
impressive architecture is soaring upwards, the
colourful produce market and China Town precinct
bustle with life. International students come in
droves and a new found confidence is emerging in
Adelaide becoming a boutique centre of excel-
lence in its own right. ¥



