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Thaønh phoá Leã Hoäi, Thuû ñoâ Röôïu Vang, 

Thaønh phoá Thaûm Xanh, Thaønh phoá Thaùnh Ñöôøng � 

ñoù laø nhöõng danh hieäu maø du khaùch daønh taëng cho 

Adelaide cuûa toâi. Chöa töøng coù nôi naøo baàu trôøi laïi 

cao roäng vaø xanh ngaét ñeán nhö theá! 100 saéc daân 

khaùc nhau ñang chung tay taïo döïng neàn vaên hoùa 

ñaëc saéc cuûa Adelaide.
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Nhöõng ngöôøi con Vieät cuûa

Adelaide 



Saøi Goøn, duø laø moät thaønh phoá naêng ñoäng vaø thuù 
vò, khoâng phaûi khi naøo cuõng laøm nguoâi ngoai 

noãi nhôù Adelaide trong toâi � noãi nhôù thaønh phoá 
1,1 trieäu daân töøng laø maùi nhaø cuûa thoå daân Kaurna, 
vôùi teân goïi Tandanya � Kanguru ñoû*. Soáng vaø laøm 
vieäc taïi Saøi Goøn gaàn 4 naêm cho toâi ñuû thôøi gian ñeå 
hoài töôûng laïi nhöõng gì mình nhôù nhaát ôû thaønh phoá 
queâ höông.

Ñieàu gì khieán toâi nhung nhôù nhaát khi phaûi soáng 
xa queâ höông?

Chöa töøng coù nôi naøo baàu trôøi laïi cao roäng vaø 
xanh ngaét ñeán nhö theá! Khuoân vieân caây xanh bao 
quanh thaønh phoá quaû laø moät baùu vaät maø ñaïi taù 
William Light, nhaø saùng laäp coù taàm nhìn xa, ñaõ ñeå 
laïi cho theá heä sau. Maët nöôùc xanh hieàn hoøa nôi 
Vònh Thaùnh Vincent, voøng cung töï nhieân cuûa ñoàng 
baèng Adelaide, vaø raëng nuùi Mt Lofty xanh töôi 
phía xa xa chôït hieän leân trong taâm trí toâi, roài muøa 
thu chôït trôû neân rôõ raøng vôùi nhöõng haøng caây vaøng 
ñoàng xen laãn naâu ñoû naèm loït thoûm giöõa nhöõng 
thaân baïch ñaøn oai veä. Luõ caù heo noâ giôõn treân soâng 
Port, thuù röøng thoaûi maùi rong chôi, nhöõng chuù caù 
voi ngang qua vònh Victor Harbor, � taát caû ñeàu raát 
deã daøng tieáp caän.  

Ngöôøi Vieät ôû queâ toâi
Hieän nay, hôn 100 saéc daân khaùc nhau ñang chung 
tay taïo döïng neàn vaên hoùa ñaëc saéc cuûa thaønh 
phoá Adelaide, thuû phuû cuûa tieåu bang Nam UÙc. Coù 
khoaûng 12.000 ngöôøi Vieät sinh soáng taïi ñaây, vaø 
soá löôïng du hoïc sinh Vieät Nam ngaøy moät gia taêng. 
Chæ môùi vaøi naêm tröôùc, toâi coøn bieát töôøng taän töøng 
sinh vieân ngöôøi Vieät moät, vôùi tö caùch laø chuû tòch 
Hoäi Vieät UÙc ôû Nam UÙc. Nhöõng cuoäc hoïp quan troïng 
thöôøng ñöôïc toå chöùc taïi nhaø toâi, thi thoaûng coù söï 
tham gia cuûa caû ñaïi söù Vieät Nam ñeán töø Canberra. 

Leã Teát thöôøng ñöôïc toå chöùc taïi caùc ñeàn chuøa, 
coù caû muùa laân, ñoát phaùo, haùt daân ca, trình dieãn 
ngheä thuaät truyeàn thoáng, vaø moät chöông trình 
vaên hoùa � vaên ngheä vaø aåm thöïc daân gian cuoán huùt 
hôn 20.000 ngöôøi tham döï. Rieâng Teát Trung Thu 
thì ñi luoân vaøo ñôøi soáng vaên hoùa ôû Adelaide. Treân 
saân khaáu, Ñaêng Thaûo, chôi ñaøn tranh vaø ghi-ta coå 
ñieån, cuøng daøn nhaïc saùo truùc laø nhöõng ngheä só 
ngoâi sao. Thænh thoaûng, vaøo dòp Leã hoäi cuûa Ad-
elaide, Ñoaøn Muùa Roái Nöôùc Haø Noäi cuõng ñeán trình 
dieãn ôû Hoà Botanic.

Coäng ñoàng ngöôøi Vieät ñònh cö chuû yeáu ôû hai 
quaän Pennington vaø Salisbury, töùc khu Pennington 
Hostel tröôùc ñaây. Ngoâi chuøa Phaùp Hoa do nhaø sö 
ñaùng kính Thích Nhö Hueä truï trì, vaø Trung taâm 
Coäng ñoàng Vieät Nam laø nhöõng ñieåm vaên hoùa trong 
khu vöïc. Salisbury coøn coù moät nhaø thôø cuûa ngöôøi 
Vieät naèm ngay trung taâm nôi, do Lm. Augustine 

Thu coi soùc trong nhieàu naêm lieàn. Con ñöôøng 
Hanson gaàn nhö thuoäc haún veà ngöôøi Vieät, vôùi ñaày 
ñuû caùc tieäm thuoác, tieäm taïp hoùa vaø nhieàu ñòa ñieåm 
khaùc. Theá neân, hoài thaäp nieân 90, quaû thaät haøi 
höôùc khi chính trò gia Pauline Hanson lôùn tieáng 
phaûn ñoái laøn soùng nhaäp cö, gaây böùc xuùc cho chính 
nhöõng cöûa haøng mang teân � mình. Môùi ñaây nhaát, 
vaøo ñaàu thaùng 5/2007, oâng Leâ Vaên Hieáu ñöôïc boå 
nhieäm vaøo chöùc vuï Phoù Thoáng ñoác tieåu bang Nam 
UÙc.

Adelaide coù tieáng laø moät thaønh phoá aåm thöïc 
keå töø thaäp nieân 80, khi Thuû hieán Dunstan môû nhaø 
haøng vaø phaùt haønh saùch daïy naáu aên cuûa mình. Vaø 
Le Thu Thai, moät Vieät kieàu, ñaõ gia nhaäp vaøo haøng 
nguõ nhöõng ñaàu beáp Nam UÙc kieät xuaát nhaát nư࿛c 
UÙc nhö Cheong Liew vaø Maggie Beer. Nhaø haøng 
ñaàu tieân cuûa Le Thu Thai, Nediz Tu, ñöôïc taëng giaûi 
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nhieäm Michael Harbison xem oâng suy nghó theá naøo 
veà öu ñieåm cuûa Adelaide, oâng cho raèng Adelaide 
thuoäc loaïi thaønh phoá �deã soáng�, nhôø giao thoâng 
thuaän tieän, nhôø thaønh phoá ñöôïc �quy hoaïch 
kheùo�, tieän cho vieäc cho vieäc ñaêng cai caùc söï kieän 
quoác teá.  

Ñaïi taù Light laø con trai cuûa Thoáng ñoác vuøng 
Penang (Malaysia) vaø coâng chuùa xöù Kedah. Tình 
côø sau naøy, Georgetown, Penang vaø Adelaide trôû 
thaønh caùc thaønh phoá keát nghóa. Moái lieân heä vôùi 
Malaysia caøng theâm khaéng khít khi Don Dunstan 
keát hoân vôùi moät phuï nöõ sinh tröôûng taïi Malaysia laø 
Adele Koh vaøo naêm 1975. Moät ñieàu thuù vò khaùc, ca 
só ngöôøi Malaysia Kamahl laø nghieân cöùu sinh cuûa 
Adelaide trong khi gioïng haùt gaây xuùc ñoäng Guy 
Sebastian cuûa Adelaide laïi mang trong mình doøng 
maùu Malaysia. 

Caùc söï kieän noåi baät trong naêm
Thaùng Moät coù cuoäc ñua �Tour Down Under� (töong 
töï nhö Cuoäc ñua Voøng quanh nöôùc Phaùp), vôùi söï 
kieän caùc tay ñua xe ñaïp ñoå veà töø khaép nôi treân theá 
giôùi, ñua töø Barossa baêng qua caùc quaû ñoài, vaø chaïy 
doïc theo bôø bieån tôùi Victor Harbor. Ñaùm ñoâng luoân 
tuï taäp ñoâng ngheït taïi ñieåm xuaát phaùt. Vaøo thaùng 
3, Adelaide laïi naùo ñoäng bôûi cuoäc ñua sieâu xe hôi 
voøng quanh thaønh phoá (Clipsal 500 V8 Supercar 
Race), vôùi caùc �con xe� cuûa hai haõng Holden vaø 
Ford. (Holden laø nhaø saûn xuaát xe hôi noäi ñòa ñaàu 
tieân cuûa UÙc, ra ñôøi vaøo naêm 1949 taïi Adelaide. Sir 
Thomas Playford, thuû hieán cuûa bang trong suoát 
27 naêm, ñaõ khích leä Holden baønh tröôùng ra beân 
ngoaøi. Veà sau, Holden nhaäp vaøo General Motors 
cuûa Mó ñeå trôû thaønh GMH.)

Tieáp ñoù, Adelaide böôùc vaøo �Thaùng Ba cuoàng 
ñieân�, vôùi Leã hoäi Ngheä thuaät Adelaide (Adelaide 
Festival of Arts) vaø Leã hoäi ngheä thuaät töï do 
(Fringe Festival) noåi tieáng toaøn caàu. Coâng vieân Ry-
mill trôû thaønh �Vöôøn hoan laïc thieân ñöôøng�, moät 
ngoâi laøng saùng laáp laùnh, vôùi nhöõng vôû haøi kòch vaø 
caùc chöông trình taïp kó trong raïp Spiegeltent (moät 
�leàu göông� kieåu Bæ). Nhöõng ngöôøi haùt rong mua 
vui cho ñaùm ñoâng, trong khi moät soá ngöôøi khaùc bia 
boït ngoaøi vöôøn. Haøi kòch, ca vuõ, vaø bi kòch khoâng 
thieáu trong caùc nhaø haùt, nhieàu nhö caùc cöûa haøng 
ñoà coå trong thaønh phoá. Cuoäc trình dieãn ngheä thuaät 
saép ñaët vaø tuaàn leã vieát vaên laø hai söï kieän ñaùng yeâu 
khaùc. Womadelaide, moät leã hoäi aâm nhaïc ñöôïc toaøn 
theá giôùi bieát ñeán, laø moät kì söï kieän kì dieäu nöõa 
cuûa thaùng ba. Naêm nay, �Thaùng Ba cuoàng ñieân” 
caøng theâm hoaønh traùng vôùi Ñaïi hoäi theå thao cuûa 
caûnh saùt vaø lính cöùu hoûa (World Police and Fire 
games), thu huùt söï tham gia cuûa 8000 vaän ñoäng 
vieân ñeán töø 80 nöôùc . 

Cuoäc vui leân ñeán ñænh ñieåm vôùi Leã hoäi ñua ngöïa 
möøng Phuïc Sinh (Adelaide Cup canival) dieãn ra 
ôû Oakbank. Leã hoäi Cabaret thaùng 6 noåi tieáng thu 
huùt ngheä só ñeán töø khaép nôi treân theá giôùi. Ngoaøi 
ra, coøn coù nhöõng söï kieän khoâng theå boû qua nhö 
Hoøa nhaïc döôùi aùnh sao (Symphony Under the 
Stars) beân bôø soâng Torrens, ñua xe hôi söû duïng 
naêng löôïng maët trôøi töø Darwin tôùi Adelaide, ñaùm 
röôùc möøng leã Giaùng Sinh (thu huùt haøng traêm ngaøn 
ngöôøi), ñua xe hôi coå töø Bay cho ñeán Birdwood. 

Adelaide yeâu thích tieäc tuøng vaø coù loái ñoùn chaøo 
noàng nhieät. Khi ban nhaïc Beatles ñeán UÙc vaøo naêm 
1964, hôn 350.000 khaùn giaû haâm moä ñaõ haân hoan 
xeáp haøng ñoùn röôùc töø saân bay cho tôùi taän Toøa Ñaïi 
Saûnh. “Cuoäc ñoùn röôùc lôùn nhaát töø tröôùc ñeán giôø�, 
theo nhaän xeùt cuûa John Lennon.  

Nhöõng ngöôøi con cuûa Adelaide
Thaønh phoá cuõng coù coâng nuoâi döôõng raát nhieàu 
taøi naêng treân “saøn dieãn” cuoäc ñôøi. Adelaide laø 
nôi hoï chaøo ñôøi, hoaëc laø nôi hoï choïn ñeán. Boä 
tröôûng ngoaïi giao Alexander Downer coù gia ñình 
ôû Adelaide. Leighton Hewitt noåi tieáng trong laøng 
quaàn vôït, Sir Robert Helpmann löøng laãy trong theá 
giôùi ballet, khoa hoïc gia Sir Mark Oliphant chuyeân 
nghieân cöùu veà haït nhaân, vaø Lord Florey, ngöôøi 
chieát xuaát ra chaát khaùng sinh penicillin, ñeàu laø 
daân Adelaide. Scott Hicks vaø Rolf de Heer, hai ñaïo 
dieãn phim noåi tieáng, cuõng laø con trai xöù Adelaide. 
Phi haønh gia Andy Thomas cuûa NASA cuõng ñeán töø 
Adelaide. Sir Donald Bradman, ngöôøi ñöùng ñaàu boä 
moân cricket cuûa theá giôùi, vaø Marjorie Jackson Nel-
son, huy chöông vaøng Olympic, hieän laø Thoáng ñoác 
bang, cuøng choïn Adelaide laøm queâ höông. Ngay 
caû Thuû töôùng Anh Tony Blair cuõng traûi qua nhöõng 
naêm thaùng aáu thô taïi ñaây, coøn Mel Gibson thì hieän 
sôû höõu moät ngoâi nhaø ôû Adelaide. Keû ñaøo taåu trong 
�Vuï cöôùp xe löûa taùo baïo� beân Anh, Ronald Biggs 
töøng giaû trang ñeå aån naùu ôû ñaây vaøi naêm. Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle cuõng töøng gheù qua nôi naøy, coù leõ ñeå 
saùng taùc vaøi truyeän trong loaït trinh thaùm Sherlock 
Holmes. 

Adelaide tieáp tuïc phaùt trieån thònh vöôïng. Caùc 
dinh thöï laâu ñôøi, ñaëc bieät laø khu vöïc mang ñaäm 
daáu aán vaên hoùa AÂu chaâu phía Baéc, ñöôïc phuïc cheá 
tinh teá.  Laøn soùng caùc dinh thöï �xanh� vôùi loái 
kieán truùc aán töôïng ñang daàn daàn moïc leân.  Chôï 
buùa vaø khu phoá ngöôøi Hoa nhieàu maøu saéc luùc naøo 
cuõng taát baät. Caùnh sinh vieân quoác teá ñang ñoå 
xoâ ñeán vaø moät söï töï tin môùi meû ñang troãi daäy. 
Adelaide ñang daàn trôû thaønh moät trung taâm chaát 
xaùm.  

* The place of Red Kangaroo

thöôûng nhaø haøng UÙc trong naêm do taïp chí Gourmet 
Traveller (Mó) trao taëng naêm 1990. Baûn thaân oâng 
cuõng nhaän giaûi thöôûng, khi coøn laøm beáp tröôûng ôû 
nhaø haøng Bridgewater Mill, nhôø phong caùch naáu 
nöôùng Phaùp � AÙ. 

Ngöôïc doøng thôøi gian …
Adelaide ñöôïc ñaët theo teân cuûa moät vò hoaøng 
haäu thuoäc doøng doõi hoaøng gia Ñöùc. Hoaøng haäu 
Adelaide, vôï vua William IV, ñaõ ñi ñaàu trong nhieàu 
cuoäc caûi caùch cuûa nhaø vua nöôùc Anh thôøi baáy 
giôø. Chính nhôø baàu khoâng khí caûi caùch aáy, moät 
chuyeän khoâng töôûng ñaõ dieãn ra ôû Antipodes (chæ 
UÙc vaø New Zealand - ND). Khoâng nhö caùc thaønh 
phoá thuoäc ñòa khaùc, Adelaide khoâng heà coù boùng 
daùng lao ñoäng khoå sai, coøn ñaát ñai thì ñöôïc baùn 
cho �nhöõng ngöôøi coù ñaïo ñöùc toát vaø sieâng naêng� 
ôû Anh. Xaõ hoäi bao dung naøy coøn thu huùt nhöõng 
ngöôøi Ñöùc theo ñaïo Tin Laønh tìm ñeán laùnh naïn, 
vaø chính hoï ñaõ laøm ra thöù röôïu nho löøng danh ôû 
Thung luõng Barossa. Choùp nhaø thôø vaø ñænh hình 
thaùp nhoïn cuûa caùc nhaø maùy saûn xuaát röôïu vang 
Kaiser Stuhl, Seppelts vaø Orlando, in ñaäm daáu aán 
cuûa neàn vaên hoùa Ñöùc thôøi Trung coå. Ngaøy nay, 
röôïu vang Barossa ñöôïc xuaát khaåu ñeán khaép nôi 
treân theá giôùi. 

Adelaide coù ñöôïc nhöõng di saûn quyù giaù veà maët 
kieán truùc �  quy hoaïch ñoâ thò, ñoù laø nhôø coâng lao 
cuûa Ñaïi taù Light, Toång Coâng trình sö ñaàu tieân. 
Chính oâng laø ngöôøi ñaõ ra leänh xaây caùc ñaïi loä roäng 
lôùn, nhöõng khu phoá coù quy hoaïch ngay haøng thaúng 
loái vaø khu vöïc coâng vieân caây xanh roäng lôùn bao 
quanh thaønh phoá. Khi toâi hoûi Thò tröôûng ñöông 

�  M o c k U p



The Festival City, Wine Capital, City of Parklands, City of Churches: 
these are just some of the distinguishing badges that Adelaide 

wears as a city. Being a 5th generation descendant of pioneers who 
arrived shortly after the “The Buffalo” with Governor Hindmarsh 
and the city founders in 1836, it is hard not to be biased about this 
city of both heritage and progressive ideals. Living and working in 
Saigon, Vietnam for almost 4 years gave me time for reflection about 
what I missed most about my mother city.

So, what was it that I pined for while away? Saigon, dynamic and 
exciting engine-house of a city though it is, did not always quench 

The Vietnamese flourish in cultural
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my homesickness for Adelaide, this city of 1.1 mil-
lion people once the  homeland of the Aboriginal 
Kaurna people, known as Tandanya. In no other 
city have I ever been so aware of the vast, bril-
liant blue sky. The parklands which encircle the 
city are a rare gem and a legacy of that founder 
of great foresight, Colonel William Light. The calm 
blue waters of St Vincent’s Gulf and the natural 
amphitheatre of the Adelaide Plains with the 
verdant Mt Lofty Ranges as a back drop came to 
mind, dazzling in Autumn with russet and bronzed 
gold European trees and hedges amid the stately 
Eucalypts. Dolphins leaping playfully about in the 
Port River, free roaming native animals and whale 
watching at Victor Harbor are all within easy 
reach.

Adelaide, the capital of South Australia was 
once the most Anglophile of Australian cities, yet 
now more than 100 different ethnic groups con-
tribute to the cultural vibrancy of the city. There 
are approximately 12,000 permanent Vietnamese 
in South Australia and in recent years the number 
of Vietnamese international students has grown 
markedly. Only a few years ago, as President of 
the Australia Vietnam Society in SA, I knew all 
of the Vietnamese students personally: functions 
were often held at my home with the Vietnamese 
ambassador from Canberra on one occasion.

Most of the Vietnamese community is located in 
the Pennington and Salisbury districts, the former 
mushrooming around the former Pennington 
Hostel which housed the early tide of Vietnamese 
refugees. Phap Hoa Buddhist Temple, headed by 
the Venerable Thich Nhu Hue and the Vietnam-
ese Community Centre are cultural hubs in the 
area. Hanson Road is the Vietnamese strip with 
Vietnamese pharmacies, grocery shops and many 
other venues. Interestingly, when Pauline Hanson, 
federal anti-immigration politician of the 90’s, 
was making international headlines, Vietnamese 
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businesses were becoming nervous about the 
irony of bearing names such as “ Hanson Surgery”, 
“Hanson Jewellery” and such like. The road was 
actually named after a South Australian former 
politician. Salisbury has the Vietnamese Catholic 
Church at its centre where the much loved Father 
Augustine Thu was leader for many years. 

Adelaide has been renowned as a culinary city 
since the heady days of Premier Dunstan launch-
ing his cookbook and restaurant in the 80’s and 
Le Tu Thai has joined those other great South 
Australian chefs, Cheong Liew and Maggie Beer 
in national acclaim. Le Thu Thai’s first restaurant, 
Nediz Tu, was awarded best Australian restaurant 
of the year by American based Gourmet Traveller 
magazine in 1990. He is still winning awards as 
chef at the picturesque Bridgewater Mill, owned 
by Petaluma Wines, with his French-Asian fusion 
style fare.  

Tet or New year is celebrated at the temple 
with lion dances, fireworks and Vietnamese song 
and traditional drama. Traditional foods and a full 
cultural program is enjoyed by up to 20,000 par-
ticipants the following week while the Moon Cake 
Festival also contributes to Adelaide’s cultural 
life. On the musical front the “ Bamboo Ochre 
Ensemble” and Dang Thao who plays the zither ( 
dan tranh) and classical guitar are star performers. 
The Water Puppets of Hanoi have performed at 
the Botanic Lake here for the Adelaide Festival on 
occasions.

It is significant that Adelaide has as its name-
sake the consort of a King. Queen Adelaide of 

royal German descent was the wife of King William 
1V  and the non assuming Queen spearheaded 
many of  King William’s reforms in Great Britain 
at the time. It was in this climate of reform, that 
a new Utopia in the Antipodes was conceived. 
Unlike all the other major Australian colonial 

capitals, Adelaide was to have no convict labour 
and land was pre-sold in England to “men of good 
character and industriousness.” This tolerant 
society appealed to German Lutheran refugees 
who sought sanctuary here and founded the world 
renowned vineyards of the Barossa Valley. Church 
spires and turreted wineries the likes of Kaiser 
Stuhl, Seppelts and Orlando in the region bear 
testament to this rich Teutonic heritage. Barossa 
wine is exported all over the world today. South 
Australia boasts votes for women, votes and land 
rights for aboriginals, reforms on sexuality and a 
host of other issues. 

Adelaide owes much of its well planned legacy 
to Colonel Light, the first Surveyor General. It was 
he who was responsible for the wide boulevards, 
planned grid pattern and extensive parklands. 
When I asked the current Lord Mayor, Michael 
Harbison about his thoughts on Adelaide’s virtues, 
he commented on its “liveability” due to the 
ease of  travelling around, it’s being “ beautifully 
planned”, conducive to the  staging of interna-
tional events.

Incidentally, Colonel Light was the son of the 
British Governor of Penang and a princess of the 
royal house of  Kedah and at a later stage George-
town, Penang and Adelaide became sister cities. 
Links with Malaysia were further forged when 
Don Dunstan married Malaysian born Adele Koh in 
1975. Malaysian singer Kamahl was an Adelaide 
graduate while Adelaide’s singing sensation Guy 
Sebastian is also of Malaysian extraction.

An impressive events calendar of events takes 
place in the expansive parklands. January wit-
nesses the Tour Down Under (equivalent of the 
French Le Mans) with cyclists descending on the 
city from all quarters of the globe. Crowds throng 
to the opening park circuit before the race from 
the Barossa through the hills and along the coast 
to Victor Harbor takes place. Octane levels rev up 
in March for the Clipsal V8, primarily Holden and 
Ford, city circuit. ( Holden was Australia’s first 
locally made car made in Adelaide in 1949, en-
couraged to expand here by  astute  premier of 27 
years, Sir Thomas Playford, and later to join with 
the American General Motors to become GMH.)

Adelaide then enters “Mad March” the world 
renowned Adelaide Festival of Arts and Fringe 

Festival. Rymill Park becomes “The Garden of 
Unearthly Delights”, a cultural village of twinkling 
lights, burlesque and vaudeville in the Spiegeltent 
( a Belgian “tent of mirrors”). Buskers entertain 
the crowds and others party in the outdoor beer 

garden. Comedy, dance and drama burst out in 
theatres, old warehouses all over the city. Art 
installations and writer’s week are other well 
loved features. Womadelaide, an acclaimed world 
music festival, is another magical March weekend 
of global culture.  This year ‘Mad March’ took on 
an extra spectacle with 8000 competitors from 80 
countries descending on Adelaide for the World 
Police and Fire games.

The entertainment fires up again with the 
Adelaide Cup and Easter Horse racing carnival at 
Oakbank while the world acclaimed June Cabaret 
Festival draws performers from all over the globe. 
Other major events are the Symphony Under 
the Stars on the Torrens river banks, Darwin to 
Adelaide international Solar Car Race, the massive 
Christmas Pageant ( which draws crowds of several 
hundred thousand), and the Bay to Birdwood Clas-
sic Car Rally. 

Adelaide loves to party and to turn on a raptur-
ous welcome. When the Beatles visited Australia 
in 1964, over 350,000 jubilant supporters lined 
the route from the airport to the Town Hall, “the 
biggest reception ever” in the words of John Len-
non at the time. 

The City has also nurtured many players on the 
world stage, both by birth and choice of destina-
tion. Foreign Minister, Alexander Downer, has 
his home in Adelaide. Leighton Hewitt of tennis 
fame, Sir Robert Helpmann of world ballet stature, 
nuclear scientist Sir Mark Oliphant and penicillin 
developer, Lord Florey are Adelaide progeny. Sir 
Donald Bradman, world cricket supremo, chose 
Adelaide as his home as did Marjorie Jackson (-
Nelson), Olympic gold medalist, current State Gov-
ernor. Scott Hicks and Rolf de Heer, both of film 
director fame are Adelaide sons. Even Britain’s 
Tony Blair spent several years of his early life here 
while the bigoted Mel Gibson owned a house in 
Adelaide. Runaway “Great Train Robber”, Ronald 
Biggs was in disguised hiding here for several 
years and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle visited, perhaps 
penning some of his Sherlock Holmes tales. NASA 
astronaut, Andy Thomas also hails from Adelaide.

Adelaide continues to grow and prosper. 
Heritage buildings, particularly the North Terrace 
classical European cultural precinct, are lovingly 
restored, a new wave of “green” buildings of 
impressive architecture is soaring upwards, the 
colourful produce market and China Town precinct 
bustle with life. International students come in 
droves and a new found confidence is emerging in 
Adelaide becoming a boutique centre of excel-
lence in its own right. 


